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CARNARVON FASCINE 
Grievance 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.25 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister 
for Transport regarding the condition of the Carnarvon Fascine. 
When we think about why people decide to live, work and invest in regional Western Australia, we find there are 
many reasons they make the move—family, jobs and, importantly, amenity. One community that should be very 
attractive to people is Carnarvon because it offers an outstanding lifestyle. However, over recent years, one of the 
tourist and amenity jewels of this community has been under-utilised directly as a result of inaction by the McGowan 
Labor government. Periodically, since the 1980s, sandbars have been across the fascine. In April 2017, a major 
weather event saw Pelican Point wash away into the fascine, blocking the navigable channel. It effectively closed off 
this asset to the community, impacting business and water users. The community has waited patiently for a resolution. 
After five years and two months, the Carnarvon Fascine remains closed off. 
The government has conveniently argued about who has responsibility for the waterway, as it is managed by the 
Shire of Carnarvon. However, I am informed that the Carnarvon Fascine is owned by the Department of Transport 
and, as anyone knows, the landlord has ultimate responsibility for the assets they own, and when it is a structural 
issue such as this, it really is up to the state to make sure that it is open for business. For the last five-plus years we 
have had a waterway that is non-navigable. This has negatively impacted on the tourism sector, directly resulting 
in lost revenue to the local economy. 
The fascine has long been an important, vital community asset and tourist attraction, but, equally important, it has 
provided a haven for vessels in a strategically important location along the coast. The impact of this closure has had 
far-reaching and direct impacts. The Carnarvon Yacht Club has seen the loss of the use of pens, but the Department 
of Transport has still been charging pen fees in some circumstances. The community cannot use the Carnarvon boat 
ramp. The impact of this closure on local business is real. The impact is direct and significant. It has affected the fish 
and tackle shops, support services, providers of fuel and supplies and many other businesses. The Carnarvon Yacht 
Club has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars of its members’ hard-earned funds and funds raised by the community 
at large to enable volunteers to dredge the channel, showing the true value that the community places on this asset. 
However, cyclonic weather undid those community-driven efforts. 
When governments do not have the will to lead and make decisions in the best interests of the community and 
instead do study after study, they are really just kicking the issue into long grass. The Carnarvon community has 
been subjected to some five studies by the Department of Transport on the impacts of the silting and how to manage 
the blockage in the fascine. There is still no decision, and no directions have been made and conveyed to the 
community. The last community newsletter on the Department of Transport project website is dated August 2021. 
There was $2.438 million allocated to the project in the 2021–22 state budget and the community is asking what 
those funds have delivered. What tangible outcome has the community received from those funds? Following on 
from that, how can the most recent state budget say that the project is complete when there are still more questions 
than answers on the future of this asset? The Carnarvon boat ramp is sitting idle because community members 
cannot launch their boats and exit the fascine. The boat ramp has effectively become a white elephant. How much 
of the $7 million committed in the 2020–21 budget has been delivered and spent on the project? The community 
is also asking what the final cost will be to rectify this issue. 
When can the community expect to finally see the fascine open? Can the minister guarantee there will be completion 
of the outputs on the published project time line? Will it really be not until 2024 before the community of Carnarvon 
will see the fascine finally open and able to be properly used? This ongoing ugly situation has come at a huge cost 
to the community, many volunteers, businesses and the local tourism industry. The community is exhausted by the 
ongoing delays. If this situation were replicated in Mandurah or Hillarys, it would have been rectified immediately. 
Herein lies the problem with this government: the communities of the regions such as the Gascoyne are secondary 
to its decision-making. The government has made a commitment to fund the project, but, again, the facts do not 
match the spin. As the budget papers show, this project will not be completed until 2024, some seven years after 
inaction has choked the fascine waterway and the local economy. 
I finish by saying that it has been over five years since the 2017 storms. The government cannot control the weather—
everybody knows that—but it can control how to respond to the management of the fascine. It has also been well 
over two years since the community rallied for action, with hundreds of locals and over a hundred floating vessels 
and devices coming out to show a wave of community support, and still the community waits. While the government 
talks up its economic management and budget surpluses, this community and the Gascoyne waits. While the people 
in this community wait and think about that $5.7 billion surplus, they rightly ask: how does this add up? 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.30 am]: I thank the member for Moore for that 
grievance. I found it to be highly political and using a lot of emotive language. Members know that I take grievances 
seriously in this place, but when the person who represents a region is not in the chamber and is quitting, and 
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a member who does not represent that region stands up and reads a political attack word for word, I find it quite 
absurd. Where is the member for North West Central? He has only a couple more weeks left in this place; one would 
think he would turn up. As I said, I found the member’s statement to be completely political and without fact. 
We take all issues seriously. I think that people across the state understand that. That is why we have far more 
representatives in this place than the Nationals WA. The National Party tries to promulgate a divide mentality that 
somehow Labor does not have the interests of regional WA at its heart. We are the party of regional WA! Members 
can look at the expenditure across all our portfolios. They just have to look at my portfolio to understand that we 
are spending record amounts in regional WA. The opposition can continue on this divide and conquer mentality, 
but it is not working and it has not worked. Maybe the member for Moore is standing up because he thinks he 
might pick this region up in the redistribution; I do not know. I do not understand the logic of why the member 
who represents the region is not making the grievance. Maybe the National Party has already dismissed the member 
for North West Central. Maybe that is why he has resigned—because his party did not take him seriously and did 
not take his region seriously. Maybe that is what has happened in the National Party. Again, I find it absurd that 
the member for Moore is standing up and making this grievance. It is absurd that he is reading it word for word. 
As I said, when a member launches a political attack, I find it is much better not to stand there and read the political 
attack word for word. It does not hold true. It looks false. It looks manufactured. That is what I think this whole 
thing is—a manufactured attempt to try to show that the National Party somehow should be taken seriously in 
a by-election. I think that is what it is; it is no more than a political stunt. 
Anyway, let us go through the facts, because I like going through facts. The fascine issue is serious and we are 
spending a lot of time and money on it. The key point I want to make is that we do not want to do something that 
becomes unravelled in the next cyclone or storm. That is the key point. When we come to dredge or to address the 
issues of the fascine, we want to make sure that all that work is not washed away at the next storm event. The 
whole state is littered with projects, some of which commenced under the Liberal–National government, which said, 
“Let’s go and spend some money, let’s go and look like we’re doing something”, without the proper studies, and then 
the next major storm event comes and all that is unwound. Projects are washed away. No-one wants to see that. 
No-one wants to see millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money spent and then undone in the next major storm event. 
When I initially met with the shire in the first couple of years of winning government, it put to me that it had been trying 
for probably about 10 years to get the Department of Transport to manage the fascine. It had been trying to hand it back 
for year upon year upon year. I sat there and thought: Hang on, did we not have a coalition government in power for 
eight and a half years? Why did they not take this shire seriously? Why did they not take back the management of the 
fascine? I was told that, I think for at least 10 years, the local shire had been trying to ask the state government for help 
with not only studies and funding, but also management. I was the first minister who said that we should take this 
seriously. This is a big project for the shire to manage. Let us help manage it and take it back. That is what we have done. 
As the member highlighted, we committed $7 million in 2020 for a range of different issues. The member stood and 
asked us to show him the tangible impact of that $7 million—it is there! We have spent over $2 million on 16 new 
floating boat pens at the Carnarvon boat harbour. I visited it last year and I saw the work that is underway. We have 
already created—they are nearly finished—16 new floating boat pens, and that is to support the boats that are 
currently in the fascine and also the local community. This project is for the demolition of the old infrastructure and 
the introduction of new walkways with 16 modern floating pens accommodating vessels up to 15 metres long, 
increasing by 50 per cent the number of pens and berths available at the Carnarvon boat harbour. We are also going 
to work with the Carnarvon Yacht Club in relocating those boats and doing what we can to support the community. 
The boat pens will be opening very soon. That is a good thing; that is something we have delivered since 2020. Of 
course, in relation to the fascine, we have undertaken major engineering studies into what form of dredging would 
be needed and where those cuts should be to allow for a permanent entrance into the fascine, noting the actual 
annual costs to support that, too. All these things have to be taken into consideration. A community forum was held 
on 29 May. The idea that the community has not been informed since there was a newsletter is, again, wrong. 
A community forum was held less than a month ago, and some of these studies and facts and figures were presented. 
We will continue to work on both the temporary or shorter term solutions like the new boat pens and the more 
permanent solutions for the fascine, because we want to do it right. We do not want to spend millions of dollars 
and have it washed away in the next storm, as the National Party would have done. 
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